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Spotlight on Money
Crestwood has been talking a lot about money lately. We just had our yearly
stewardship campaign, and we’ve established a long-term plan for our
church. Dreams for the future cost money, we learned.

So, I was recently thinking about money. As my mind wandered in church
during the collecting of the offering, I wondered what happens to those
collection plates after they’ve been blessed? That’s all I really wanted to
know. How does the money get to the main pot where bills are paid?

I had no idea how complex the question was I was asking. There are two
points I can now make: 1. It sure is more complicated than the old way of receiving the money,
counting it, and putting it in the bank. 2. Our giving and collecting has so many levels of checks and
balances that it is really safe!

I turned to endlessly patient Doug Hutcherson who has been our financial secretary for five years
(and a stint before that). After my taking three pages of notes, he suggested I could also talk to the
Finance Chair (Ric Hale), Treasurer (Annetta Carter), our paid bookkeeper (Kristi Kohm), Keeper of
the Website (Dave Miller), Endowment Fund Chair (Lucy Wells), or six assistant treasurers!

Already I was in unwanted tall weeds. I just wanted to know how the checks got counted and to the
bank!

The problem is, the way of giving has changed in the past years, complicating what used to be a
simple system. But there are many advantages in the complicated giving choices today.

I’ll try to simplify by dividing into categories:
1. Weekly collections. We get both checks and cash in the collection plates. Both may be in
envelopes telling where they want the money to go (ie. flowers, memorial, Crop Walk, etc.)
Sometimes cash is placed loose with no designation as to who gave it.

2. During the week, checks are received in the office from individuals or banks. They are locked
safely up by Jennifer (our church administrator).

At the end of each service, two of the assistant treasurers (or other trusted people) empty the plates
into a bank sack and lock it together with the money received during the week. There is a
complicated system involving multiple keys and locked places and containers which will be left vague
because of security concerns. 

On Monday or Tuesday, two designated people come to church, count the money, and the individual
giving is logged onto a spreadsheet, with special designations noted. They take the donations to the
bank and deposit it. Doug said handling of money is done in couples to increase security.

3. Many people instruct their banks to regularly send a check (mentioned above) or they have the
money paid through the link on the Crestwood website.

4. More people are using their Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) to pay their pledges, Doug
says. That makes the donation tax-free.

5. Marketable stocks. Before the RMDs, a popular method of giving was donating stock shares to
the church. You do not have to pay capital gains on them that way. To do that you need account
information from Crestwood, and the church HAS TO KNOW ITS HAPPENING so we can credit the
donor. The church works with a broker and sells the gift immediately.

I just wrote and deleted the next-step paragraph, realizing I’m still not clear on the details even after a
clarifying call. I’m not even going to try.

However, the short version is that each week David Miller and Kristi prepare reports on their parts of
the process and send to Doug Hutcherson who takes all the information, consolidates it with some
electronic program and adds his own detailed information. Then once a month, Annetta (who also
gets all the information each week) reconciles all the reports, making sure they match to the penny. If
they don’t, then the process begins again to get it balanced.

Are you still with me? I guess each of us should understand this process, but I suspect all I will soon
remember is that a lot of people are keeping close eye on our money. There are good checks and
balances. My takeaway is I never want to be involved with the financial end of things – too much for
my feeble brain! But we sure are fortunate to have dedicated people who understand all this.

Lastly, I am reminded that the ministers have no knowledge of who gives what. They want to make
sure they serve everyone equally and are only influenced by good pastoring practices.

You may not want to concentrate on all these details –and there are even more–, but you should
know that a surprising number of talented people have a good handle on our giving and our funds.
Passing the collection plate is only the beginning.

Let’s explore Crestwood together. If you have an idea or question for a Spotlight, contact Gaye
Holman, gdholman@bellsouth.net.

https://www.crestwoodchristian.org/
mailto:gdholman@bellsouth.net
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=chambermembers&nav=e338dc8b-bdad-4564-b867-cbd732c16173



