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Body Building  

Sermon Series  

Rough Knees  

James 5:13 -16  

Rev. Dr. Kory Wilcoxson  

 2024 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  

IMAGINE TOGETHER  

 

òLook at the birds of the air, they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, 

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 

they?ó ð Matthew 6:26  

 

     In the Gospel of John, Nicodemus, a 

Pharisee, has many questions for Jesus about 

his teachings. Initially criticized by Jesus, 

Nicodemus gradually evolves into a vibrant 

follower. His narrative highlights the 

importance of spiritual curiosity in 

maintaining vitality and addressing the 

tendency to fear change. How could a commitment to curiosity be 

transformative for us? What if we did less worrying and more imagining?  

     Nicodemus encourages us to continue to question how our curiosity and 

willingness to grow and change can transform each of us, our church, our 

community, and the world. If we want not only to imagine but experience 

vitality, all we need to do is steward our natural God -given curiosity. 

Stewardship is not just about financial contributions. Itõs about faith in action.  

     On September 29 Crestwood kicked off our fall Stewardship 

Campaign.   This is the time of year we pledge our gifts that allow the leaders 

of Crestwood to plan for operating costs, programming, and ministry for the 

following year.   It is a crucial part of the life of the church.   Specifically for 

2025, our goals include increasing our outreach giving, growing our 

community -focused ministries (Fellowship, Children, Youth, Senior Adults), 

and making sure our hard -working staff are adequately compensated. This is 

possible only through your generosity.    

     Pledge packets with additional information have been either picked up at 

church or mailed to you. We ask that you prayerfully consider your pledge and 

the important role each of you plays in our future.  Consider how your 

commitment will allow you to put your faith into action and help us make real 

what we imagine together.  

     Let us embark on this Stewardship Campaign with hearts full of faith and 

hope, knowing that our collective efforts will help build a future where Godõs 

love and grace shine brightly. For more information about Stewardship, why 

we give, and ways to give, go to www.crestwoodchristian.org and click on 

òGiveó at the right side of the home page.  

     For now, we ask you to be in prayer about how God has abundantly blessed 

you so that you can be a blessing to others. Letõs òImagine Together,ó 

Crestwood!   
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A WORD FROM KORY  

What are you afraid of? When I 

was a kid, the answer to that 

question was simple: snakes, 

heights, homework. But as an 

adult living in todayõs world, that 

answer is much more complex, 

because there are many more 

things to be afraid of, and the 

fears are intensified by the cul-

ture around us.  

 In his book, The Witness of Religion in the Age 

of Fear , theologian Michael Kinnamon addresses the 

culture of fear that has taken over our collective psy-

che. He says that, historically, the mood of our country 

has been confidence, bordering on arrogance. But 

now, he says, the prevailing mood is fear. He quotes a 

reporter who wrote, òThe country has regressed into 

an angry, defensive crouch.ó A quick perusal of a 

newspaper or any social media site would confirm this.  

 As you can guess, this goes against much of 

what the Bible has to say about fear. One of the most 

common refrains in scripture is, òDo not be afraid.ó To 

be fearful in the Bible was seen as a lack of faith and 

trust in Godõs provision and protection. To fear God 

was one thing; to be fearful of the circumstances as 

life was quite another. Our fears tend to make us turn 

inward for self -protection, while the Bible calls us to 

reach out beyond ourselves to care of others, includ-

ing the stranger and the foreigner.  

 When we are fearful, we tend to worry more, 

because there appears to be more threats to our safety 

and security. But Jesus is clear when he says in Mat-

thew 6, òDo not worry,ó citing that the God who takes 

care of the birds of the air and the lilies of the field 

also takes care of us. Worry and fear go hand -in -hand, 

and both go against our call to move forward in faith.  

 I believe the opposite of fear and worry is im-

agination. When weõre afraid, we donõt allow ourselves 

to dream about what might be because weõre too busy 

worrying about what could happen. Worry and fear 

suppresses our God -ordained creativity to imagine 

what God is doing with us, through us, and in us.  

 Our 2024 stewardship theme is òImagine To-

gether.ó We are inviting you to imagine what God can 

do through Crestwood in 2025 as we seek to continue 

connecting people to God and each other. God is al-

ready at work here, doing amazing things as we open 

ourselves up to Godõs leading. We continue to wel-

come new members into our church family, we are 

seeing more children and youth each week, and our 

bonds of connection are growing stronger through 

our fellowship events and worship services. We are 

continuing to reach beyond our walls through our 

outreach work, both in dollars and in hands -on ser-

vice. Lives are being changed through our commit-

ment to serving God.   

 With everything going so well, imagine what 

more God can do through us! òUsó is the key word 

there. One person can imagine a lot of things, but 

when we combine our collective imaginations to-

gether, we can do so much more! When we give to 

support the work of Crestwood in 2025, we are im-

agining together our future and committing our-

selves to make it happen.  

 This year more than ever, your pledge is cru-

cial to Crestwoodõs ability to fulfill its mission. 

These are financially challenging times, and for 

many the future is uncertain. Itõs tempting to retreat 

to a posture of fear and worry. Will we have enough? 

Itõs so easy to let our minds be controlled by a men-

tality of scarcity.  

 But we serve a god of abundance! God has 

given us far more than we need, and God calls us to 

share our abundance with others to make Godõs kin-

dom real here on earth. One of the ways we do that 

is through our church family. Every single pledge is 

important to helping us meet our goal in 2025. Your 

pledge is a tangible way for you to put your faith in 

God into action.  

 Thank you, Crestwood, for your generosity. 

Through you, we have been able to accomplish far 

more than we ever thought. I know lives will contin-

ue to be changed, people will continue to be wel-

comed, children and youth will continue to grow in 

faith, and all of us will continue to be connected to 

God and each other. We have come so far together! 

What does God have in store for us in 2025? Just 

imagine!  

OCTOBER MENõS BREAKFAST  

Our October Menõs Breakfast will be on Saturday, 

October 12, in the Bradford Room. All men of 

Crestwood are invited to join us! A tasty breakfast 

and good conversation will be provided. RSVPs to 

Kory are not necessary but are always encouraged.  



Joys and Concerns  

MEMBERS:  Roberta Buckley, John Royse  

FAMILY :  Robin Allen (daughter of Fran Allen), Janice Byers (mother of Beth Cooper), Patricia Finger 

(mother of Joanne Brown)  

FRIENDS: Cristi family (of Crestwood), Judy Collins (of Fran Allen), Don Ralph (of Libby Wachtel), Lynn 

Saunders (of Susan and Kendall Hart)   

LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST:  Joe Clark , Tyler Coultas (son of Karen Coultas) , Frank Dickey, David Farmer 

(friend of Kimberly Sparks), Jo Fulkerson, Laurie Hart (granddaughter of Susan and Kendall Hart),  John 

and Ginny Sue Hemphill, Barry Newton (father of Laura Prather), Henrietta Shores (granddaughter of 

Mary Beth Shores), Donnie Wakefield, Jim Wallace (father of Scott Wallace)  

ARMED FORCES: Alex Back (son of Andrea Back), Anar Aliyev (of Crestwood), Karlis Bowman (nephew of 

Debbie Gardner), Tristan Bowman (nephew of Debbie Gardner), Daniel Day (grandson of John & Carol 

Royse & son of Tracy Day), Bud DeLacey (nephew of Matt & Michelle DeLacey), Matt Holman (son of 

Gaye Holman), Zoe McIntyre (granddaughter of John Sims), Ashlyn Marra -Sigler and Daniel Sigler 

(daughter -in -law and son of Pam and David Sigler)  

HEART-TO-HEART MEMBERS: Carlene Adams, Karen Billings, Janice Boyd, Dick Featherston, Sylvia Griffin, 

Buzz Mattingly, John Sims, John & Carolyn Thomas, Lucy Wheeler  

OUR WORLD COMMUNITY :  We pray for the victims and loved ones impacted by violence, inmates of the 

Fayette County Detention Center and their families, an end to wars across the globe, the peace of God to 

rule in the hearts of our local and national leaders, those affected by natural disasters, and for God's 

spirit of reconciliation to bring healing during these difficult times.  

www.crestwoodchristian.org 3 

JOURNEYING THROUGH G RIEF:  THE DEATH OF A LOVED ONE  

 

Please join us for a panel discussion on grief, sponsored by the Stephen Ministers. Journeying through Grief: 

The Death of a Loved One will meet on Sunday, October 13, from 4:00 PM to 5:30 PM in the Bradford Room.  

 

Panelists will share their experience with grief at the death of a loved one, as well as what was helpful and not 

helpful to them throughout the grieving process.  In addition, information and resources will be provided to 

help family and friends in providing support.  

 

Panel members include Rev. Kelly Hale, Rev. Bill McDonald, Patty Hollingsworth, and Paige Rae.  

LOVE IN ACTION SPEAKER SERIES 

The Shalom Social Justice Team is excited to announce the start of a 

new speaker series called òLove in Action.ó This periodic event will 

feature community experts who will be speaking on a variety of is-

sues that affect our Lexington community. Our goal is to be good lis-

teners so that we can learn how Crestwood can be part of the solution 

to these challenges.  

 

On Sunday, October 20, at 4:00 PM in Chalice Hall, weõll welcome Tif-

fany Brown. Ms. Brown is the Equity and Implementation Officer for 

the city of Lexington. She will be talking with us about how racism 

affects our community and how we can put our love into action to 

help bring into reality the Kin -dom of God. Everyone is invited to attend this important event!  
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ANNUAL BLESSING OF T HE PETS WAS A HIT!  

 

Our Fellowship team provided ice cream and goodies for sundaes, while Kory blessed and prayed over 31 

different pets this year - including a snail!  It was such a special and joyous event òfuró everyone!  Thank you to 

all who so generously donated food and other items for the Lexington Humane Society.  They were overjoyed to 

receive such a bounty!  


