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Dear Friends:

It is with inixed emoltions that I write this letter-=~the
same mixed emotions which many of you have confided that
you had as you were trylng to make up your minds as to
whether you would go with the new church or stay with
Central, And yet I am sure that in the minds of both

of us, there is the conviction that this step you have
taken is the right step and that God will richly bless
the effort ahead in making avallable to those of another
section of the city, the jospel which we believe our
church-can distinctively contribute, So when I speak

to you, severing our relationship as "minister-parishioner"

I contradict myself by saying, "I!m glad you will be a

Charter liember of Cire

" You have 1eant nuch

“Kingdom of God in its expression at Short and
Walnut, and I am sure you will mean even more in the
new Crestwood Christian Church,

We want you to have the thrill of a good send-off this
next Sunday, and we want those who stay with Central to
be challenged by the addéd responsibility which im-
mediately becomes theirs, Hence, this 1s our desire

as it has been carefully worked out by the Illinisters,
the Nominating Committee and the Administrative Board,

e want all of you to attend the second service next
Sunday, January 25, e want you to be seated together
in reserved pews clear across the church just back of
the deacons,

The special service will begin right after the Gloria
so that it can be completed and you leave for Glendover
School and your first Comaunion in the new church by
not later than 11:40,

Af* >r the hymn, ™"Je 'Jould Be Building," there will be
a veéry trief statement about the new church, 1ts pos=~
sibilities, the responsibilities that attend its
building, etc, Then there will be a reading of the
names of "each of you, You will stand until all are
standing. There will follow the commlssioning service
when you will be given certilficates which are being
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comnittee, There will follow a
the challenge which this venture
continues to hold or Central Church and the responsi-
bilities of those who continue with it, Then will
follow the installation of officers and Sunday School
teachers who will pick up the responsibilities you lay
Jown so that Centralls program will continue without
Jefault next Sunday, There will follow a charge

to the congregation that they reverently release you
to your new work ancd pledge themselves to uphold those
who have been chosen in your places, Then after s
dedlicatory prayer and as you leave, we shall sing

"¢od of Grace," We shall continue singing the hymn

as Centralts congregation moves two pews forward to
£1i11 in the physical zap which your leaving creates
and during the Communion service to fill the gap

in their hearts with fervent prayers for Godts at-

tendance with you,

nand<lettered by your
hrief statement about

As you leave, stop on the front steps of the church
for your picture as a gsroup.,

iay we count on you?

swver silncerely yours in the .asterts wor!,
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